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Founder Bios

Sean Hsu, Co-founder & CEO 

Sean has more than 12 years in robotic engineering and extensive experience 
in industrial engineering and process efficiency. A serial entrepreneur, he 
owns dozens of technologies and invention patents. While at Tesla during an 
early stage, he built automation manufacturing lines at multiple factories, 
specializing in robotics and the liquid dispensing process. A winner of the 
MIT Innovation and Entrepreneurship Award as well as the Red Dot Design 
Award, he has also earned 26 other product innovation honors. 

Paul Chen, Co-founder and COO 

Paul is a seasoned entrepreneur with deep experience in software & hardware 
engineering, product management, and business development in various 
high-tech industries.  Most recently, he led the commercial drone business for 
Yuneec, the world's second largest drone manufacturer.  Paul built and 
developed new applications in public safety, inspection, and construction 
sectors and worked with strategic partners on joint solutions.  He has an MBA 
from MIT Sloan, and also a MSEE from Columbia University and BS in 
Computer Science from Brown University. 
 

Peter Kuo, Co-founder and CTO 

Peter has more than 8 years of experience in product design, innovation and 
mechanical engineering. Before co-founding Botrista, he was the mechanical 
lead at Kids Dynamic, in charge of the development of a wearable watch sold 
in Japan, Taiwan and the US. His robotic experience can be traced back to his 
time at university, where he co-founded a robotic club and led the team to 
win tournaments in Europe and Canada. He has a Mater’s Degree in 
Integrated Innovation for Products & Services from Carnegie Mellon 
University.
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Company History

Botrista (pronounced Bot-REES-tuh) Technology, Inc. was established in 2017. Our co-founders realized how 
many guests were opting to drink water rather than soda while dining out, and how labor intensive making 
quality beverages was for operators – and it spawned an idea. A robot barista, or Botrista.   

They set off on creating the technology on the second floor of a tea and coffee shop they frequented. The 
team’s mission was to create an automated solution to make premium beverages like fusion teas & lattes, 
flavored lemonades, fusion sweet teas and other craft drinks more accessible and affordable. 

Co-founder Sean Hsu spent time at Tesla developing their manufacturing lines and developing techniques 
to dispense thick adhesives. Using these robotics and dispensing skills, the team developed 
patented  beverage technology designed to dispense ingredients like natural juices and other quality 
ingredients in beverages. All drinks are mixed in under three seconds with a blending process that simulates 
a hand shaken product, resulting in consistent, quality beverage texture every time.   

After securing $4 million in seed funding in mid 2020, Botrista currently has restaurant customers in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle and Taiwan with plans to expand to New York City soon. The company is 
currently tracking to launch an additional 300 locations nationwide by the end of 2021.

Company Boilerplate
Botrista Technology, Inc. is the inventor and developer of The Botrista, an automated craft drink solution for 
restaurants and foodservice providers. Our mission is to make premium beverages like fusion teas & lattes, 
flavored lemonades and refreshers accessible and affordable - thereby enhancing the guest experience and 
driving revenue. The Botrista’s patented technology allows for viscous ingredients like natural juice, honey 
and yogurt to be easily dispensed and blended to create complex beverages in under 20 seconds using a 
touch screen. 

Founded in 2017, Botrista Technology, Inc. is the only start up company to receive NSF 18 certification for 
food robotics. Botrista has approximately 40 employees with offices in Redwood City, CA and Taipei Taiwan. 
For more information, please visit www.botrista.io.

11.2020v1

http://www.botrista.io/
http://www.botrista.io/

